Goldfinch History
During the 2007-2008 school year, the librarians in the Cedar Rapids Community School district started having discussions about the need for a state wide award for younger students like the Iowa Children’s Choice Award. The group then researched what other states had available and after that decided that it would be worthwhile to pursue the idea. Those librarians then modeled the program after the Iowa Children’s Choice Award through the Iowa Library Association and the Iowa Association of School Librarians.

Books were suggested by students and reviewed by a committee to narrow down the list, similar to the Iowa Children’s Choice Award selections. The group determined to name the award the Goldfinch Award after the state bird of Iowa. A student drew the logo for the librarians to use so that there would not be any copyright issues.

The first year of the award (2008-2009), the winner was If I Built a Car by Chris Van Dusen. In the Cedar Rapids Community School District 2509 students voted and If I Built a Car won with 341 votes.
	Goldfinch Award 2008-2009 (Pilot Program CRCSD)

	Title
	Author

	Recess at 20 Below
	Aillaud, Cindy Lou

	Those Shoes
	Boelts, Maribeth

	One Potato, Two Potato
	DeFelice, Cynthia

	Mercy Watson to the Rescue
	DiCamillo, Kate

	Charlie Cook's Favorite Book
	Donaldson, Julia

	I.Q. Gets Fit
	Fraser, Mary Ann

	365 Penguins
	Fromental, Jean-Luc

	Chicken Chasing Queen of Lamar County
	Harrington, Janice

	Grandma Calls Me Beautiful
	Joosse, Barbara

	The Top Job
	Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody

	Henry's Freedom Box
	Levine, Ellen

	The Boy Who Wouldn't Swim
	Lucke, Deb

	Stink: The Incredible Shrinking Kid
	McDonald, Megan

	SuperHero ABC
	McLeod, Bob

	The Cheese
	Palatini, Margie

	Clementine
	Pennypacker, Sara

	Guess What is Growing Inside This Egg
	Posada, Mia

	Puppies and Piggies
	Rylant, Cynthia

	Skippyjon Jones in the Dog House
	Schachner, Judy

	I'm the Biggest Thing in the Ocean
	Sherry, Kevin

	Ballerina Dreams
	Thompson, Lauren

	If I Built a Car
	Van Dusen, Chris

	There's a Bird on Your Head
	Willems, Mo

	Dizzy
	Winter, Jonah

	Our Tree Named Steve
	Zweibel, Alan


The second year of the award (2009-2010), the winner was I Need My Monster by Amanda Noll. In the Cedar Rapids Community School District 2855 students voted and I Need My Monster won with 594 votes.

	Goldfinch Award 2009-2010 (Pilot Program CRCSD)

	Title
	Author

	Doggone Dogs!
	Beaumont, Karen

	Ron's Big Mission
	Blue, Rose

	Pete and Pickles
	Breathed, Berkeley

	Tadpole Rex
	Cyrus, Kurt

	Tillie Lays an Egg
	Golson, Terry

	Ain't Nobody a Stranger to Me
	Grifalconi, Ann

	Mail Harry to the Moon
	Harris, Robie

	Old Bear
	Henkes, Kevin

	The Dog Who Belonged to No One
	Hest, Amy

	The Lost Warriors
	Hunter, Erin

	My Chincoteague Pony
	Jeffers, Susan

	The Pet Dragon
	Niemann, Christoph

	I Need My Monster
	Noll, Amanda

	The Three Silly Billies
	Palatina, Margie

	My Dog is as Smelly as Dirty Socks
	Piven, Hanoch

	Jumpy Jack & Googily
	Rosoff, Meg

	Geronimo Stilton Race Across America
	Stilton, Geronimo

	Don't Lick the Dog
	Wahman, Wendy

	10 Things I can Do to Help My World
	Walsh, Melanie

	The Story Blanket
	Wolff, Ferida


The Award has been approved by the Iowa Library Association and the Iowa Association of School Librarians for the 2010-2011 school year, and voting will occur at the same time as the other awards.

	Goldfinch Award 2010- 2011

	Author
	Title

	Aston, Dianna Hutts
	The Moon Over Star

	Bell, Cece
	Bee-Wigged

	Benton, Jim
	Franny K. Stein; The Frandidate

	Breen, Steve
	Violet the Pilot

	Coffelt, Nancy
	Fred Stays with Me

	Collins, Suzanne
	When Charlie McButton Lost Power

	Foley, Greg
	Thank You Bear

	Hayes, Geoffrey
	Benny and Penny

	Hopkinson, Deborah
	Abe Lincoln Crosses a Creek

	Kitamura, Satoshi
	Stone Age Boy

	Lehman, Barbara
	Rainstorm

	McCarty, Peter
	Jeremy Draws a Monster

	O’Connor, Jane
	Fancy Nancy; The Dazzling Book Report

	Primavera, Elise
	Louise the Big Cheese

	Randall, Alison
	The Wheat Doll

	Rankin, Laura
	Ruthie and the (Not So) Teeny Tiny Lie

	Rinck, Maranke
	I Feel a Foot

	Watt, Melanie
	Scaredy Squirrel at Night

	Willems, Mo
	I Will Surprise My Friend!


